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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 5-7, and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crocker et al. (US Pat Appl# 2004/0198366) in view of Guo (US Pat 
Appl# 2006/0002338). 

Regarding claim 1, Crocker et al. communication retry method over digital 
wireless systems teaches a method for establishing a wireless data transfer connection 
between a remote application (call center) 170 (Fig. 1) and a controlling application 
(mobile vehicle telematics unit) 120 (Fig. 1), where the wireless link from the remote 
application is implemented by a wireless terminal connected to the remote application, 
the method comprising arranging a group of allowable connection parameter settings 
210 and 260 (Fig. 2), each connection parameter setting corresponding to a different 
service bearer (Section 0034, i.e. SMS, internet, voice, etc.); attempting to use a 
default connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2), wherein the default connection 
parameter setting corresponds to a default service bearer; detecting that the default 
service bearer is not usable to establish a wireless data transfer connection 220 (Fig. 
2); and selecting another connection parameter setting for the wireless link from the 
group of allowable connection parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035), 
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until a usable service bearer is found, to perform the wireless data transfer 260 and 
280 (Fig. 2). Crocker et al. fails to teach connection parameter settings in a pre- 
determined order. 

Guo's transmission rate change in communications networks teaches arranging 
a group of allowable connection parameter settings (transmission power) in a pre- 
determined order S3-S8 (Fig. 3); attempting to use a default connection parameter 
setting S1-S3 (Fig. 3); detecting that the default service bearer is not usable S3-S8 
(Fig. 3); serially selecting another connection parameter setting for the wireless link 
from the group of allowable connection parameter settings in the pre-determined order 
one-after-another until a usable service bearer (communication link that is supported) 
is found S4-S8 (Fig. 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate connection 
parameter settings in a pre-determined order as taught by Guo into Crocker et al. 
communication retry method over digital wireless systems in order to provide highest 
data rate, minimum transmit power, low delay, and low interference (Section 001 1). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches attempting to 
establish a data transfer connection with a default connection parameter 210 (Fig. 2); 
determining if a data transfer connection has been established using the default 
connection parameter 220 (Fig. 2); if no data transfer connection has been established, 
trying a second time to establish a data transfer connection with the default connection 
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parameter setting 250 (Fig. 2); and using the usable connection parameter setting to 
establish the data transfer connection 210 or 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches further 
comprising noticing that the connection establishment is not possible because there is 
no backup connection parameter settings defined according to the third comparison 
phase or allowed according to the fourth comparison phase 270 ("Yes," Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Crocker et al. teaches a wireless terminal (mobile vehicle 
telematics unit) 120 (Fig. 1) connected to a remote application (call center) 170 (Fig. 1), 
the wireless terminal comprising transmitting and receiving means (Sections 0013- 
0016), a memory (Sections 0013-0015), an application interface (Sections 0013-0015) 
and a control unit (Sections 0013-0015), where the control unit further comprises a 
control logic (Section 0013-0014), the control logic configured to attempt to use a 
default connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2), wherein the default connection 
parameter setting corresponds to a particular service bearer (Sections 0027-0028); to 
detect that the default connection parameter setting for the wireless link is not usable 
220 (Fig. 2); select another connection parameter setting for the wireless link from the 
group of allowable connection parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035), 
wherein each of the allowable connection settings corresponds to a different service 
bearer (Section 0034). Crocker et al. fails to teach connection parameter settings in a 
pre-determined order. 

Guo teaches attempting to use a default connection parameter setting S1-S3 
(Fig. 3); detecting that the default connection parameter setting for the wireless link is 
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not usable S3-S8 (Fig. 3); serially selecting another connection parameter setting for 
the wireless link from the group of allowable connection parameter settings, wherein 
the group of allowable connection parameter settings is ordered in a predetermined 
order, and wherein the connection parameter settings are serially selected, one-after- 
another, in the pre-determined order, until a usable service bearer (communication link 
that is supported) is found to perform the wireless data transfer S4-S8 (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination including Guo teaches a list of allowable 
service operators in preferred order S3-S8 (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 15, Crocker et al. teaches detecting a need for a data transfer 
across a wireless link 210 (Fig. 2); checking a default connection parameter setting 220 
(Fig. 2), wherein the default connection parameter setting corresponds to a particular 
service bearer (Section 0027-0028); attempting to establish a connection with the 
default connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2); determining if the data transfer . 
connection has been established using the default connection parameter setting 220 
(Fig. 2); if no data transfer connection has been established, trying a second time to 
establish a data transfer connection with the default connection parameter setting 250 
(Fig. 2); if no data transfer connection is established after the second try, serially 
selecting another connection parameter setting for the wireless link from a group of 
allowable connection parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035); and 
establishing a data transfer connection with the usable service bearer 260 and 280 
(Fig. 2), each of the connection parameter settings in the group of allowable connection 
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parameter settings corresponding to a different service bearer (Section 0034). Crocker 
et al. fails to teach connection parameter settings in a pre-determined order. 

Guo teaches checking a default connection parameter setting S3 (Fig. 3, power 
transmission); attempting to establish a connection with the default connection 
parameter setting S1-S3 (Fig. 3); determining if the data transfer connection has been 
established using the default connection parameter setting S3 (Fig. 3); serially 
selecting another connection parameter setting for the wireless link from a group of 
allowable connection parameter settings, wherein the group of allowable connection 
parameter settings is ordered in a predetermined order, and wherein the connection 
parameter settings are serially selected, one-after-another in the pre-determined order, 
until a usable service bearer (communication link that is supported) is found S4-S8 
(Fig. 3); and establishing a data transfer connection with the service bearer S9-S10 
(Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches which 
further comprises noticing that the connection establishment is not possible because 
there is no backup connection parameter settings defined 270 ("Yes," Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches a computer 
program saved on an information carrier (Sections 0013-0015). 

Regarding claim 18, Crocker et al. teaches detecting that a default connection 
parameter setting for the wireless link is not usable 220 (Fig. 2), wherein the default 
connection parameter setting corresponds to a particular service bearer (Sections 
0027-0028); determining if a command has been received from a controlling 
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application changing a default order for selection of connection parameter settings to a 
new order 250 and 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035) and, if so, selecting a 
connection parameter setting in the new order established by the controlling application 
260 (Fig. 2), wherein each of the connection parameter settings in the default and new 
orders corresponds to a different service bearer (Sections 0027-0028 and 0034); and if 
no command has been received from the controlling application, selecting the 
connection parameter setting for the wireless link from a group of allowable connection 
parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2). Crocker et al. fails to clearly teach a new order. 

Guo teaches detecting that a default connection parameter (transmission power) 
setting for the wireless link is not usable S3 (Fig. 2); determining if a command has 
been received from a controlling application changing an originally-defined order for 
selection of connection parameter settings to a new order and, if so, selecting a 
connection parameter setting in the new order established by the controlling application 
S3-S8 (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 19, Crocker et al. teaches arranging a group of allowable 
service operators (Sections 0034-0035), wherein a service operator ordered first 
comprises a default service operator 210 (Fig. 2); arranging a group of allowable 
connection parameter settings (Sections 0034-0035), wherein each of the connection 
parameter settings corresponds to a different service bearer (Sections 0027-0028 and 
0034), and wherein a connection parameter setting ordered first comprises a default 
connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2); attempting to use the default service 
operator 210 (Fig. 2); if the default service operator is not usable, selecting another 
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service operator from the group of allowable service operators 220 and 260 (Fig. 2); 
detecting a need for a data transfer over a wireless link 210 (Fig. 2); attempting to use 
the default connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2); and if the default connection 
parameter setting is not usable, selecting another connection parameter setting for the 
wireless link from the group of allowable connection parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2 and 
Sections 0034-0035), wherein the usable connection parameter setting corresponds to 
a particular service bearer (Sections 0027-0028 and 0034). Crocker et al. fails to teach 
connection parameter settings in a pre-determined order. 

Guo teaches arranging a group of allowable service operators (power 
transmission) in a pre-determined order S3-S8 (Fig. 3), wherein a service operator 
ordered first comprises a default service operator S1-S3 (Fig. 3); arranging a group of 
allowable connection parameter settings in a pre-determined order, wherein a 
connection parameter setting ordered first comprises a default connection parameter 
setting; attempting to use the default service operator S3-S8 (Fig. 3); if the default 
service operator is not usable, serially selecting another service operator from the 
group of allowable service operators in the pre-determined order one-after-another until 
a usable service operator is found S3-S8 (Fig. 3); detecting a need for a data transfer 
over a wireless link S1-S3 (Fig. 3); attempting to use the default connection parameter 
setting S1-S3 (Fig. 3); and if the default connection parameter setting is not usable, 
serially selecting another connection parameter setting for the wireless link from the 
group of allowable connection parameter settings in the pre-determined order one- 
after-another until a usable connection parameter setting is found S3-S8 (Fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 20, Crocker et al. teaches where the control unit (Sections 
0013-0015) further comprises a control logic, the control logic configured to attempt to 
use a default connection parameter setting 210 (Fig. 2), the default connection 
parameter setting corresponding to a particular service bearer (Sections 0027-0028); to 
detect that the default connection parameter setting is not usable 220 (Fig. 2); to select 
a connection parameter setting for the wireless link from a group of allowable 
connection parameter settings 260 (Fig. 2 and Sections 0034-0035), wherein each of 
the allowable connection parameter settings comprising the group corresponds to a 
different service bearer (Section 0034); and selecting a service operator from a list of 
allowable service operators 260 (Fig. 2). 

Guo teaches attempting to use a default connection parameter setting S1-S3 
(Fig. 3, transmission power); detecting that the default connection parameter setting is 
not usable S3 (Fig. 3); selecting a connection parameter setting for the wireless link 
from a group of allowable connection parameter settings S4-S8 (Fig. 3); and serially to 
select a service operator from a list of allowable service operators, wherein the list is in 
a pre-determined order, and wherein the service operators are selected one-after- 
another in the pre-determined order S3-S8 (Fig. 3). 

3. Claims 2-4 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crocker et al. (US Pat Appl# 2004/0198366) in view of Guo (US Pat Appl# 
2006/0002338). 

Regarding claim 2, Crocker et al. communication retry method over digital 
wireless systems in view of Guo's transmission rate change in communications 
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networks teaches the limitations in claim 1 . Crocker et al. further teaches where after a 
successful data transfer connection the wireless terminal restores the original default 
connection parameter setting. The first link is predetermined set (Sections 0028-0029) 
it would be obvious that the system would default back to the first link because it is the 
predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is hot the desired mode to 
communicate. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate restoring to the 
original default connection into connection parameter settings in a pre-determined order 
as taught by Guo into Crocker et al. communication retry method over digital wireless 
system in order to improve the method of reestablishing communication links (Section 
0006). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches where the 
original connection parameter setting is restored immediately after the successful data 
transfer connection. Again, the first link is predetermined set (Sections 0028-0029) it 
would be obvious that the system would default back to the first link because it is the 
predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is not the desired mode to 
communicate. 

Regarding claim 4, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches where the 
original connection parameter setting is restored when a predetermined time (any time 
limit), defined by the controlling or remote application, has been lapsed after the 
successful data transfer connection. Again, the first link is predetermined set (Sections 
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0028-0029) it would be obvious that the system would default back to the first link 
because it is the predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is not 
the desired mode to communicate. It has to happen at a predetermined time (any 
time) for it to actually restore to the default connection. 

Regarding claim 8, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches restoring the 
original default connection parameter setting after a successful data transfer 
connection. The first link is predetermined set (Sections 0028-0029) it would be 
obvious that the system would default back to the first link because it is the 
predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is not the desired mode 
to communicate. 

Regarding claim 9, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches restoring the 
original connection parameter setting immediately after the successful data transfer 
connection. Again, the first link is predetermined set (Sections 0028-0029) it would be 
obvious that the system would default back to the first link because it is the 
predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is not the desired mode 
to communicate. 

Regarding claim 10, the combination including Crocker et al. teaches restoring 
the original connection parameter setting is restored when a predetermined time (any 
time limit), defined by the controlling or remote application, has been lapsed after the 
successful data transfer connection. Again, the first link is predetermined set (Sections 
0028-0029) it would be obvious that the system would default back to the first link 
because it is the predetermined main way to communicate and the second link is not 
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the desired mode to communicate. It has to happen at a predetermined time (any 
time) for it to actually restore to the default connection. 

4. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crocker et al. (US Pat Appl# 2004/0198366) in view of Guo (US Pat Appl# 
2006/0002338) and further in view of Provost et al. (US Pat Appl# 2004/0203948). 

Regarding claim 11, Crocker et al. communication retry method over digital 
wireless systems in view of Guo's transmission rate change in communications 
networks teaches the limitations in claim 7. Crocker et al. and Guo fails to teach a 
GSM terminal. 

Provost et al. system for acknowledging a message received on a mobile 
terminal teaches where the wireless terminal is a GSM terminal (Sections 0048 and 
0061-0062). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a GSM 
terminal as taught by Provost et al. into connection parameter settings in a pre- 
determined order as taught by Guo into Crocker et al. communication retry method 
over digital wireless system in order to provide a read acknowledgment system 
(Section 0005). 

Regarding claim 12, Provost et al. further teaches where the group of allowable 
connection parameter settings allowed for GSM terminal comprises at least two of the 
following: GPRS (Section 0002) and SMS (Sections 0031 and 0048). 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's Remarks 


Examiner's Response 


"The Guo application simply discloses a 
method for adjusting transmission power 
until a desired data rate is achieved. It 

^a\/^ nnthinn ahout ^plprtinn an altprnatp 

communications link when a default 
communications link fails." 

* 


Examiner fails to see where this limitation 
is directly recited in the claim. However, 
for the sake of argument, Guo still teaches 

cplppfinn an altprnatp mmmiiniratinnQ (\ p 

different power rate in the communication 
link) link. Also, Crocker teaches selecting 
an alternate communications link (Fig. 2) 
as well. 


"Such a combination factually 
mischaracterizes the references and 
resulting combination as well, since the 
Guo application simply neither describes 
nor suggests that its methods for adjusting 
transmission power can be generally 
adapted to other communications 

citi idtirtno nr cr\or*ifir i oH\/ aHantoH tr\ color*t 
ollUdUUilo, Ul opcOIMOdliy dUdpiCU IU otJIcUl 

alternate communications links when a 
primary communications link fails." 


The Guo reference is only used to teach 
connection parameter settings in a pre- 
determined order. For the sake of 
argument, adjusting transmission power in 
Guo's reference is normally done in any 
communication system to get the best 
signal quality. Both Guo and Crocker very 

cimnlu toarh trwinn to octsKlich a 
olllipiy icaUM uyiny IU tSolaUlloM d 

communication (service) link after a first try 
fails in a communication environment. 
Again, examiner thinks the combination is 
reasonable (since both are trying to 
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establish a communication link with 
another communication device) and reads 
on the broadest interpretation of the* 
recited claim limitations. 



"Applicants further submit that if the 
Examiner is correct that Guo does 
describe or suggest a method for selecting 
an alternate communications link when a 
primary link fails (Applicants admit this 
only for the sake of argument and deny 
that Guo does so) then it would be 
improper to combine the references by 
substituting the method purportedly 
described in Guo for the method described 
in Crocker." 



See above response. 



Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Wendell whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0557. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




fell 



6/21/2007 



